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Joint WISH/WHO report outlines bold new strategies and innovations to eliminate TB among refugees and migrants 
A new joint report from the World Health Organization (WHO) and the World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH), Qatar Foundation’s global health initiative, has outlined 10 critical policy recommendations for tackling tuberculosis (TB) amongst refugee and migrant populations. 
Recognizing the unique vulnerabilities and health disparities that these groups face, the report, titled “Innovative solutions towards the elimination of tuberculosis among refugees and migrants” outlines targeted strategies to enhance TB prevention, diagnosis and treatment amongst these marginalized communities. 
Tuberculosis remains one of the world’s deadliest infectious diseases, disproportionately affecting refugees and migrants who often experience overcrowded living conditions, poor access to healthcare and limited social support amongst other factors outlined in the report. With migration and displacement reaching unprecedented levels, as over one billion people – around one in every eight globally – have been forcibly displaced worldwide, TB control is both timely and critical. 
According to the report, by May 2024, the number of forcibly displaced people worldwide reached 120 million as a result of persecution, conflict, violence or human right violations and other disruptive events. Over the past decade, the number of refugees has tripled globally, with nearly 75 percent of these individuals residing in low- and middle-income countries. In this context, the joint report presents a united strategy that underscores the crucial need for an inclusive, equity-driven approach to TB elimination, urging policymakers, healthcare providers and humanitarian organizations to implement innovative, population-specific solutions. 
Dr. Tereza Kasaeva, Director of the World Health Organization Global Tuberculosis Programme, and lead author of the report. said: “We need to keep our foot on the pedal by implementing the innovative solutions and policy options outlined in this report as rapidly as possible. The health of millions of refugees, migrants, and populations in humanitarian settings rests in our hands. This is a huge responsibility - we cannot let them down. Together we can ensure no one is left behind”
Innovative Solutions Toward Tackling TB 
The report’s 10 policy recommendations align with commitments from the UN’s political declarations on TB, migration, and refugees, as well as the WHO’s End TB Strategy and global action plan. Each recommendation is supported by a case study that illustrates their impact in various regions. These strategies, drawn from successful experiences, are intended to serve as a guide for stakeholders worldwide in making TB elimination a reality for all. 
Most of the policy recommendations, some of which are detailed below, are recommended to be implemented at the global, regional, and national levels. 
1. Promote inter-regional level actions such as cross-border collaboration, regional sharing of information between countries, as well as regular monitoring and evaluation of any cross-border initiatives and adaptation of policies and support for country-level implementation
Cross-border collaboration is essential for effective TB prevention and care in regions experiencing high migration flows. This recommendation underscores the value of regional initiatives that foster consistency in TB care policies, facilitate access to treatment, and encourage collaborative solutions amongst neighboring countries.
The Middle East Response Initiative was used as a case study as they enabled healthcare providers from countries such as Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria to adopt shared protocols and establish support systems that ensure people on the move receive timely TB diagnosis and treatment.
2. Leverage technical guidance and support from WHO, other UN agencies, and stakeholders to ensure refugees and migrants benefit from universal health coverage (UHC) through the delivery of comprehensive, people-centered services through primary health care, while strengthening referral systems to other levels of care when needed.
This recommendation focuses on making primary healthcare systems accessible to migrants and refugees, with guidance from global agencies to ensure universal health coverage. The people-centred approach also includes establishing strong referral systems so that individuals requiring specialized or advanced care receive it seamlessly.
The report highlights Qatar’s national TB program, prioritizing reducing TB incidence and mortality through inclusive, people-centred strategies that address the needs of migrant populations, particularly those from high-burden countries like India, Nepal, and the Philippines. 
3. Improve the capacity of surveillance and monitoring and evaluation (M&E) systems to capture high-quality data on TB among at-risk populations, including refugees and migrants, with enhanced capacity to disaggregate these data and use them for public health action to improve health outcomes and service delivery.
High-quality, disaggregated data are crucial for targeting TB interventions to vulnerable populations, particularly in under-resourced areas. Strengthening surveillance and M&E systems allows health authorities to identify and address TB hotspots among migrant and refugee populations.
An innovative example of this approach highlighted in the report was that of Venezuela’s Amazonas region, where community-based approaches are being used to gather critical TB data in remote border areas. This data-driven approach enables health authorities to monitor TB cases and develop timely, targeted interventions in regions with limited healthcare infrastructure. 
These recommendations amongst others, are detailed in the report and will be discussed further by Dr. Tereza Kasaeva on 14 November 2024, the second day of the 2024 WISH Summit at Qatar National Convention Centre in Doha. 	Comment by Mark James Stead: Should this be ‘WISH 2024 Summit’ rather than ‘2024 WISH Summit’? WISH to confirm.
About WISH 
The theme of this year’s WISH is ‘Humanizing Health: Conflict, Equity and Resilience’ and will highlight the need for innovation in health to support everyone, leaving nobody behind and building resilience, especially among vulnerable societies and in areas of armed conflict. 
This year, WISH has entered a strategic partnership with the WHO – a partnership that involves collaboration in the development of a series of evidence-based reports and policy papers, as well as the support of WHO in a post-summit implementation strategy. 
The summit will feature more than 200 experts in health speaking about evidence-based ideas and practices in healthcare innovation to address the world’s most urgent global health challenges. 
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